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(ii) Where it is apparent that the per-
son requesting support for a child does
not have physical custody of the child.

(iii) Where the member has been
granted custody of the child by court
order but does not have physical con-
trol of the child and the member is
ready, willing, and able to care for and
support the child if physical control is
obtained.

(6) Adopted children. The natural par-
ents of an adopted child are relieved of
the obligation to support the child as
such duty is imposed on the adoptive
parents. A Navy or Marine Corps mem-
ber who contemplates the adoption of a
child should be aware of the legal obli-
gation to provide continuous support
for such child during minority.

(7) Entitlement to basic allowance for
quarters. Entitlement of members to
basic allowance for quarters on behalf
of dependents is provided by statute.
No member should be denied the right
to submit a claim or application for
basic allowance for quarters, nor
should any command refuse or fail to
forward any such claim or application.
In cases involving parents, the member
should furnish an estimate of the de-
pendency situation to the best of his or
her knowledge. Commanding officers
should not contact parents for depend-
ency information to include in the
member’s application. This delays the
application and serves no useful pur-
pose, as such cases are thoroughly in-
vestigated by the Navy Family Allow-
ance Activity or Headquarters Marine
Corps, which obtains necessary depend-
ency affidavits directly from the par-
ents. Any person, including a service
member or dependent who obtains an
allowance by fraudulent means is sub-
ject to criminal prosecution.

(8) Application of the rule based on
Robey v. United States 71 Ct. Cl. 561. De-
terminations that no dependency exists
may be made in disputed cases—if a
member does not contribute to the sup-
port of spouse and child at least to the
extent of:

(i) The full amount of his/her basic
allowance for quarters, or

(ii) An amount specified in a court
order or legal separation agreement, or

(iii) An amount agreed to by the par-
ties as acceptable, adequate support,
whichever is lesser. Pertinent decisions

of the Court of Claims or Comptroller
General will be followed in determina-
tions of dependency.

§ 733.4 Complaints of nonsupport and
insufficient support of dependents.

(a) Upon receipt of a complaint alleg-
ing that a member is not adequately
supporting his or her lawful dependents
(spouse or children), the member will
be interviewed and informed of the pol-
icy of the Department of the Navy con-
cerning support of dependents. In the
absence of a determination by a civil
court or a mutual agreement of the
parties, the applicable guide in § 733.3
will apply. The member will be in-
formed that his/her Navy or Marine
Corps career may be in jeopardy if he/
she does not take satisfactory action.
The member may become ineligible to
reenlist or extend enlistment (in the
case of enlisted members), and may be
subject to administrative or discipli-
nary action that may result in separa-
tion from the Navy or Marine Corps.

(1) Waiver of support of spouse. If the
member feels that he or she has legiti-
mate grounds for a waiver of support
for the spouse, the Director, Navy
Family Allowance Activity, acting
under the policy guidance of the Chief
of Naval Personnel or the Commandant
of the Marine Corps (Code MSPA), may
grant such a waiver for support of a
spouse (but not children) on the basis
of evidence of desertion without cause
or infidelity on the part of the spouse.
The evidence may consist of—

(i) An affidavit of the service mem-
ber, relative, disinterested person, pub-
lic official, or law enforcement officer.
However, affidavits of the service mem-
ber and relatives should be supported
by other corroborative evidence. All af-
fidavits must be based upon the per-
sonal knowledge of the facts set forth;
statements of heresay, opinion, and
conclusion are not acceptable as evi-
dence.

(ii) Written admissions by the spouse
contained in letters written by that
spouse to the service member or other
persons.
The request for waiver of support of a
spouse should be submitted to the Di-
rector, Navy Family Allowance Activ-
ity or the Commandant of the Marine
Corps (Code MSPA) with a complete
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statement of the facts and substan-
tiating evidence, and comments or rec-
ommendations of the commanding offi-
cer.

(2) Action. After a written complaint
that a member has failed or refused to
furnish support for his or her spouse or
children has been received, and the
member has been counseled with re-
gard to his/her rights and obligations
in the support matter, continued fail-
ure or refusal, without justification, to
furnish support for dependents in ac-
cordance with the provisions of a valid
court order, written agreement, or, in
the absence of a court order or agree-
ment, the appropriate support guide
set forth above, will be a basis for con-
sideration of disciplinary or adminis-
trative action which may result in the
member’s separation from active serv-
ice.

(b) [Reserved]

§ 733.5 Determination of paternity and
support of illegitimate children.

(a) Illegitimate children. If the service
member desires marriage, leave for
this purpose is recommended whenever
consistent with the needs or exigencies
of the service. When the blood parents
of an illegitimate child marry, the
child is considered to be legitimized by
the marriage unless a court finds the
child to be illegitimate.

(b) Judicial order or decree of paternity
or support. Normally any order or de-
cree which specifies the obligation to
render support of illegitimate children
will include within it a determination
of paternity of such children; however,
some jurisdictions provide for deter-
minations of the legal obligation to
support illegitimate children without a
determination of paternity. Either
type of order or decree falls within the
scope of this paragraph. If a judicial
order or decree of paternity or support
is rendered by a United States or for-
eign court of competent jurisdiction
against a member of the Navy or Ma-
rine Corps on active duty, the member
concerned will be informed of his moral
and legal obligations as well as his
legal rights in the matter. The member
will be advised that he is expected to
render financial assistance to the child
regardless of any doubts of paternity

that the member may have. If the
court order or decree specifies an
amount of support to be provided the
member will be expected to comply
with the terms of such decree or order.
If no amount is specified, support
should be rendered in accordance with
such reasonable agreement as may be
made with the mother or legal guard-
ian of the child or, in the absence of
such agreement, in accordance with
the applicable guide set forth above.
However, no basic allowance for quar-
ters will be included in using the guide
unless basic allowance for quarters is
payable in behalf of illegitimate chil-
dren. If the member refuses to comply
with the terms of the court order, ad-
ministrative action will be taken as in-
dicated in § 733.4.

(1) Court of competent jurisdiction. A
court of competent jurisdiction is gen-
erally a court that has jurisdiction
over the subject matter and the parties
involved. As a general rule, the com-
petency of the court to render the judi-
cial order or decree may be tested by
the enforceability of the order or de-
cree. Normally, although not always,
personal service of the court’s process
on the member is considered essential.
With respect to a foreign judicial order
or decree, the general rule is that
where the defendant was a citizen or
subject of the foreign country in which
the order or decree was issued, the
court may have acquired jurisdiction
over the member by any mode of serv-
ice or notice recognized as sufficient by
the laws of that country. It should be
noted, however, that an order or decree
against a citizen or permanent resident
of another country, without personal
service or personal notice of the action
to him or her, is null and void unless
the member voluntarily submitted to
the jurisdiction by appearing and con-
testing the action. In the event there is
doubt as to the competency of the
court to enter the order or decree, the
question shall be referred to the Judge
Advocate General.

(2) [Reserved]
(c) Nonjudicial determination. In the

absence of an adjudication of paternity
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